Callicoon library fans and
their best reads.

Narciso Garcia: Definitely
anything with action, even
some romance. | also like
Stephen King and westerns.
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Kathleen Speller: | think the
best thing in the libraries are
books about people... the
biographies. | love to read
about the real things in life.
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Z.A. Kohloa: | dont really
have a favorite book but | do
like sci fi, metaphysical
books, romance, and poetry.
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Exercise your civic muscle and
vote your mind in the upcoming
annual Budget Vote and Election
to the Board of the Western Sulli-
van Public Library. Voting will
take place on Wednesday, April
22 from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. at each
of our three branches: Callicoon,
Jeffersonville and Narrowsburg.

The Library's use of tax dollars
includes funding for lifelong
learning: books, DVDs, books on
tape and CD, newspapers and
magazines, tax forms, children’s
summer reading program, inter-
net access and new technology
including wireless access and e-
books, up-to-date science, art,
medical and other reference data-
bases, and ongoing programs
such as poetry night, cooking
programs, book club, chess night,
stonytime and more. A detailed
chart of 2009 expenditures and
revenue is available at each

branch. Please pick up a copy. April 21 if the ballot will be picked
Knowthat WSPL values your  up at the District Clerk’s office. All
dedicated support. absentee ballots are due in the Dis-
trict Clerk's office by 5 p.m. on
April 22. To request an application,
call Luty at 482-4610, ext. 3000.

Voters will also elect two
members to the Board of Di-
rectors for five-year terms.

The trustee terms of Barbara
Harder and Beth Peck will
expire on June 30, 2009. Both
are seeking re-election. Did last year's deer gobble up
your lilac buds and decimate your
daisies? Find out howto minimize
deer-inspired property damage at a
series of free workshops.

Led by Ryan Trapani of the
Catskill Forest Association, the
Woodand Wildife Management
Workshops are set for 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 21 in Callicoon,
Wednesday, April 22 in Jefferson-
ville, and Thursday, April 23 in
Narrowsburg. Trapani will discuss
howto choose wisely in planting
and how to provide alternative
habitats for wildlife. Please sign up
at our branches.

Anyone interested in obtaining
an absentee ballot must first
request an Application for
Absentee Ballot. District Clerk
Margaret L. Luty must receive
applications no later than April
15 (7 days before the vote) if
the absentee ballot is to be
mailed to the voter; or by
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: The library's Spring Book Sale !
'is set for Saturday, April 25 |
 through Saturday, May 1, dur-
i ing regular library hours at the
' Jeffersonville branch. Most i
' books priced at 50 cents to $1.!
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( April 18, Jeffersonville, 2:30 p.m. “Killer cook” V ickie Diescher will bake homemade
pizza while expounding on the virtues of local ingr edients. Special focus: It's Bring a Teen Day! Plese
sign up at Jeffersonville branch to reserve space.

» (
» (

April 16: Narrowsburg, 7 p.m., Book talk on Norman Daidge’s The Brain That Changes Itself

May 1: Narrowsburg, 7:30 p.m. First Friday Contempo rary Writers Series, featuring Patrick

Rosal of New York City. 7:30 open mic, one piece, fve minutes, please. Visiting author at 8 p.m.
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at Narrowsburg, 2 p.m., Drop-In Story Time.
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By Jennifer Olsen

When | started working at the library in
1998, | never expected to meet people
who would become close friends, who
would inspire me or just make me bet-
ter for having known them. 1'd like to
tell you about a few of “my’ patrons.

Eleanor Bucar started out as a patron
and then decided to volunteer on
Wednesday afteroons. Eleanor was
educated, well traveled and above all a
woman who touched my life. She
treated us like family... her library fam-
ily. Eleanor spoke her mind, baked for
us and made us laugh on a regular basis.

Her wonderful spirit was evident all the
time but especially when she shared
stories about her family, her travels and
her favorite topic, her husband Frank.
Eleanor also enjoyed talking about
books. She loved mysteries and when-
ever she read a good one she would let
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me know as | am also a mystery fan. She
made Wednesdays a fun day. | will miss her
aways.

Catherine Scott is a patron and now a good
friend. Cat and | bonded over, of course,
our love of books. | went to my first and
hopefully not last book signing with Cath-
erine. The Robert Crais book signing took
us to the Mysterious Book Shop in Manhat-
tan. Crais is one of our favorite authors. He
wites mysteries set in LA that feature char-
acters Es Cole and Joe Pike. We had an
amazing time. Whenever | read a review or
see a new book come into the library that |
think Cat would like, | jot it down for her.
Though we began by sharing books, we
came to share an important friendship too.

Then, of course, there are the people |
work with. They never cease to inspire me.
They are the jewelry makers, pot throwers,
wool spinners, knitters, poets, musicians,
artists, witers, mothers, animal lovers and
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one studying for a masters in Library Science.
Who wouldn't be inspired?

| have always been a reader, and having a job
where I’'m around books all the time is

heaven. Just ask the UPS guy howhappy | am
when he carries in a box or two of hew books
for our shelves. While | knewworking at the
library would satisfy my love of books, | did-

n't know | would meet people who would
impact my life. Who knows? Maybe it will be
YOU who inspire me next.

Jennifer Olsen and author Robert Crais

By Penny Morgan-Lohr

Judy D’Ottavio hails from Queens,
N.Y. and has lived permanently in
Narrowsburg since 2004. Happily for
us, she’s been volunteering each week
in our Narrowsburg branch since

2005. Judy is a complete joy for us andi§f

our Wednesdays would not be the
same without her.

Judy assists in so many areas and has be-
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Artists will use chalk as their medium
and the sidewalks of Jeffersonville as
their canvas as the village hosts a
Chalk Walk Festival on Sullivan
County's bicentennial weekend May 15
through 17.

Our Jeffersonville branch will join in
the fun by hosting the judging and
display of a county-wide Bicentennial
High School Art Contest on Saturday,
May 16 from 11 am. to 1 p.m. Win-
ners of the Sullivan West Art Contest

Volunteer Judy DDttavio
come our resident “book mender.” An expert at cover ing, repairing and mending,
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will also display their work at the library.

Other weekend events include Friday's
softball challenge in Lions Field, a chil
cook-off, stores open late and live music.
Saturday will begin with a pancake break-
fast at First Presbyterian Church and con-
tinue through an apple dipping demon-
stration, Chalk drawing completion, music
and more. On Sunday, children will enjoy
an alpaca demonstration, petting zoo and
pet parade. A cookout featuring hot dogs
and hamburgers will draw crowds once

she also is a great “sleuth,” often finding
books on the shelves that we have over-
looked.

Judy and her husband Mike have one daugh-
ter and are proud grandparents of three. She
loves cooking and reading and says she truly
loves being at the library...and we love her.

WSPL will honor its dedicated corps of vol-
unteers at a special brunch on Sunday, April
19. Thank you, faithful friends!

again to Lions Field, where a pie baking con-
test will also take place.

On Saturday, June 6 the WSPL branch at Nar-
rowsburg will hold an annual children’s event,
Chalk It Up, from 10 am. to 1 p.m.
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