Calliocoon book fans and
their favorite reads
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By Audra Everett

Summertime is an exciting sea-
son for everyone at the library.
As it rapidly approaches, our
staff begins preparing for up-
coming events and programs.
We also start ordering books
that will make great summer
reads and have our air condi-
tioners ready for those hot
summer days to come. New
computers and Wi-Fi at our
three locations will allow you to
access the Internet in a cool,
comfortable environment. Or,
you can also just come in out of
the heat and find a quiet place
to stay and read.

This year, the NYS Summer
Reading Program, Be Creative @
your L ibrary will encourage chil-
dren to read while exploring a
wide variety of themes, includ-
ing music and art. Registration
for this free program begins in
June and is open to children of
all ages. It's a great way to keep
your kids reading during the
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summer months. Book dis-
cussion groups at the Tusten-
Cochecton Branch will take
place throughout the summer,
along with the highly ac-

something a bit lighter, check out
Matters of the Heaiby Danielle Steel,
Best Friends Forevby Jennifer
Weiner, Dune Roady Jane Green
and Pat Conroy's South of Brogdust

claimed First Fridays Contempo- to name a few. And for the kids,

rary Writers Series If cooking is
your thing, then stop by the
Jeffersonville Branch and reg-
ister for Vicki's Killer Cooking
Show. Also, keep an eye out
for the long awaited Firehouse
Book Salet the Jeff Firehouse

in August.

If you're looking for a great
read this summer, just stop in
and browse our “ new’ section
to find what you are looking
for. Great thrillers like Dean
Koontz's latest Relentless
James Patterson'sSwimstitand
Catherine Coulter's Knock out
will be available, along with

the latest books in the popular
Stephanie Plum mystery series
by Janet Evanovich and the
Gaslight Mystery series by
Victoria Thompson. For
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fans of the Magic Tree House series
will be excited to hear book # 42, A
Good Night for Ghostsill be coming
out this July.

So come in this summer — and take
advantage of the great resources
available to all at your public library.
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By a landslide, voters from Callicoon, Jeffersonville and Narrowsburg approved the Western Sullivan
Public Library's 2009-2010 budget in April 22 balloting, and also re-elected two members of the Library
Board of Directors. Voting at the three branches savresidents cast 111 “yes” votes and 12 “no” votes.
Approved for new five-year terms were board member s Barbara Harder and Beth Peck.

“We're very happy with the election outcome,” said Library Director Susan Scott, “and we're apprecia-
tive of this vote of confidence from the people we serve. These are tough economic times, and it's gret
to knowthat people believe their library is an int egral part of the community and that we're movingi n
the right direction to provide the services that ar ea residents want and need.”
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Bill Whalen vividly recalls when the reading
public in Jeffersonville — hungry for literature
— was served by only a monthly bookmobile.
Next, local book lovers trekked to a small
reading center in a white house across from
what is now Sal's Restaurant on Route 52. Fi-
nally, library organizers were able to secure the
current WSPL Jeff branch on Center Street.

“I've been associated with libraries all my life,”
said Whalen. He has senved as a member of
the library board on and off for the past 20
years and is now vice president. For Whalen, a
love of libraries is a family affair: wife Molly is
the volunteer historian for the WSPL.

Board President Pam Reinhardt points out that
boards, whose members are all volunteers,
oversee library policies, develop budgets along
with the director and accountant, and serve as
a sounding board for the director. Just as i+
portant are board members’ roles as library
advocates within the community. “I do so much promo ting of the library that | think my friends are tir ed of hearing about it;”
Reinhardt says with a smile.

Library board meetings rotate from branch to branch , and are held on the second Monday of each month garting at 5 p.m. The
public is welcome to attend.

Photo above: Gathered at the WSPLS April 19 teafdibrary volunteers are (back row) trustees Bill Walen, Barbara
Harder, Pam Reinhardt and Keith Robisch. Front rowAnnie Hilton, Marge Brown. Not pictured: Beth Ped, Jim Hal-
loran, Jane Luchsinger.
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For library volunteer Eira Brey of
Kenoza Lake, it happened this way:
“I welked into the Jeff library book
sale at the firehouse in 1992,” she
said, “and one of the retired English
teachers from the Jeff school, Trudy
Kohler, mentioned they needed vol-
unteers at the library. | agreed to do
it and then was trained by a wonder-
ful old-timer, Edna Wagner of
Youngsville.”

Brey began working on the circula-
tion desk in Jeffersonville for a half-
day each week and still does today.

A retired school district business

manager, she loves books and is an avid
non-fiction reader. She also travels and
gardens, serves as treasurer of the Gar-
den Club of Liberty and is active with the
JEMS of Jeffersonville, working on beau-
tification projects. She is a volunteer with
local station WIFF as well. Her son Dan
and daughter-in-law Nancy run Brey's
Eggs, a business launched by E hira’s
father-in-lawin 1932.

As for WSPL, ‘it is the gem of Jefferson-
ville,” she said. “It's one of the areas
where we can see and enjoy, on a daily
basis, how our tax dollars are spent.”
Photo right, Elvira Brey.










