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If the first few weeks are any 
measure, the WSPL “Be Crea-
tive” Summer Reading Program 
for kids is a huge success. Re-
cord sign-ups and lots of energy 
greeted staff organizer Laura 
Moran, who has planned an 
extravaganza of artistic adven-
tures for kids from 5 to 18.                     

“I like this a lot,” said 8-year-
old Jessica Hanratty, in a room-
ful of children at the Jefferson-
ville branch. “You get to ex-
press your mind by painting. 
It’s very cool.” 
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AquaBrowser — a new online catalog user platform — i s now available on our website, 
www.wsplonline.org, under the heading Catalogs. AquaBrowser not only searches the Library catalog but 
also databases, articles and more at one time. After logging in, you can create personal lists, write re-
views, add tags or give titles a star rating using My Discoveries. Use the Discovery Word Cloud, to the left of 
your search, to broaden your results by redirecting your search to the selected word. AquaBrowser also 
allows you to easily refine searches, read additional information including reviews, summaries, excerp ts, 
etc., place holds on materials and much more. The Classic Catalog is still available for those who prefer 
this way of searching.                                                                                               —  Audra Everett 
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Jeffersonville patrons and 

their favorite books.�
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turing Book Sale at WSPL Callicoon 
branch on Lower Main Street, Satur-
day, July 25, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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National Park Service: WSPL Nar-
rowsburg branch, Mondays, July 20, 
27, 1 p.m;  Callicoon branch, Fri-
days, July 17, 24, 31, 1 p.m. FREE. 

/
�+�����2�����������
���	$�3
�����$�!�(����$�
��
�����(�.��
������4���
	�����++�
�1��(��-�
�
�-
�+5�


���(�������2��
	�������	����
������		�
�

�+����(�	�����6�

��-���,��	����
�
�������
����7�



� ��� ��� � �� �	 
�� ��

By Kathy Daley 

Mary Lewis, the reader, appreciates books 
about animals that reveal a true knowledge 
of the subject — just like the books Mary 
Lewis, the author, wrote back in the 
1960s.  

As a young wife, Lewis penned Olle and the 
Wild Geese about a boy who works with his 
uncle providing live geese as decoys for 
hunters but who develops a love and re-
spect for the animals. In The Foxfire King, 
Lewis told the story of a toad whose 
“jewels” of foxfire make him regal. For 
Joey and the Fawn, Mary used her young 
son’s fear of the big deer in the backyard 
to develop a book about how a fawn’s 
presence helped “Joey” overcome his 
terror. Another book, The Halloween Kanga-
roo, tells of a child whose unusual costume 
winds up playing host to a live critter. 

“I’ve worked with animals all my life,” 
said Lewis, who continues to train and 
board horses on her Callicoon Center 
farm. “I like to read books by people who 
know what they’re talking about. I hate it 
when an author writing about animals 
seems to be dishing out standard knowl-
edge without experience.” 

Lewis grew up in the horse country of 
Chester County, Pa., one of six children 
on her parents’ apple and peach farm. “I 
was exposed to what you call ‘culture,’” 
she says with a chuckle. “We all played 
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Blood on HBO? We’ve got the book se-
ries that started it. Anne Rice’s Vampire 
Chronicles and Stephen King’s Salem Lot 
are sure to send a shiver down your 
spine. For the young adult, Scott Wester-
field, author of the Uglies Trilogy, has a 
new book, Peeps, where the vampires are 
infected by parasites.  DVDs include the 
Blade trilogy, 30 Days of Night, the Lost 
Boys, Interview with a Vampire, and Van 

By Nora Yelekli  

Tired of the classic man? How about 
one who goes right for the jugular? 

Look for our new display on vampire
-centered literature at the Jefferson-
ville branch. If you favor a little girl 
power, the Anita Blake, Vampire 
Hunter series by Laurell K. Hamilton 
is at your disposal. Just finished True 

Helsing movies. Happy viewing, and be 
sure to search the shadows for glowing 
eyes.  
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cello, violin and piano.” She graduated from 
the Philadelphia Museum School of Art, now 
Philadelphia University of the Arts. There she 
met her late husband Richard Lewis, an artist 
who illustrated all her books.  

Richard, who was African-American, authored 
and illustrated A Summer Adventure about a 
young boy’s experiences with animals in an 
abandoned quarry near his parents’ farm. Mary 
Lewis notes that the book, whose main charac-
ter is a black child, was a first for its publisher , 
Harper & Row. “Up until that point, books 
portrayed black children in a stereotypical 
way,” she said. “This book was about a kid 
having a good time — who cared what color 
he was?”  

Mary wrote her books while she and Richard 
lived on W. 82nd Street in Manhattan and later 
when they moved to Callicoon Center and 
began raising their two sons.  

She always wrote in pencil on whatever paper was handy. “I could never write a 
book on a computer, no way,” she said. “You have to be able to read it and 
scribble and tinker with it.” 

Advances on their books bought the Lewises lasting pleasures, like a pond on 
their property. Today, surrounded by fields and flo wers, rocky gorges and 
stands of ferns,  Mary enjoys the rewards of a life well lived, working the land, 
reading books and sharing life with horses, two tal king parrots and a corgi 
named PDQ.  

Three of the Lewises books are available in the children’s room at the Jeffer-
sonville WSPL branch. They are The Foxfire King, Olle and the Wild Geese, and A 
Summer Adventure. 
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