* .
/0
See back page for the

names of the lucky
winners of our
M&M Counting
Contest at each of
our branches.

For the second year,
the Library has given
patrons the opportu-
nity to guess how
many M&Ms are in
the jar. Patrons have
fun analyzing the jar
and estimating how
many colorful can-
dies there are. Win-
ners are rewarded
with books, games
and other fun prizes.
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"Backstage" — newtheater
classes for kids age 7 to 18
— will begin at the Tusten-
Cochecton Branch of the

The eight week course in
Narrowsburg will incorpo-
rate introduction to stage
etiquette, creation of scripts,

Western Sullivan Public Li- development of speaking
brary on Saturday, Jan. skills, lighting, tech, set de-
16 from 10:30 a.m. until sign and more.

noon. NACL Theatre Artis-
tic Director Tannis Kowal-
chuk (photo right) will serve .
as mentor. (North American Cultural Labo-
ratory) in Highland Lake, the
actress continues to performin

Classes are free and open to
the public. All levels of ex-
perience are accommodated.
Children interested are required
to pre-register at the Tusten-

The classes will continue on

Saturday momings for elg.h'F New York City and has toured Coc.hecton Branch at 198 Bridge
weeks and end with an original . St. in Narrowsburg before Janu-
i at the end of Feb- " Conada. Engand, ltaly and 14 and ted to at
performance althe end ot €b- g akan Europe. She teaches &Y 7+ and aré expected io a
ruary. tend all classes in preparation for

NACL'’s unigue actor training
The production will be created ~ and curates all performances .
and directed by the participants  including the 2010 Festival of 0 20 participants.
under the guidance of Kowal- New Theatre scheduled for next ' $ ($$ )"$
chuk. Co-founder of NACL summer. "UE)$ + "

the final performance. Limited

Are you curious?

Log onto our web site at www.wspl.org, either at ho me or here at the library — and find the world at
your fingertips, fast and easy. A click of our Data bases tab allows access to:

Full text of the daily New York Times for free thro ugh New York State Newspapers
Through the Biography Resource Center: information on more than one million people through-
out history
U*H*L Encyclopedia of Science offers clear, non-tedinical takes on scientific topics
Check out the Gale Virtual Reference Library for photos of amazing places like Montezuma Cas-
tle National Monument in Arizona, where a cuiture t hat flourished in the U.S. in 1200 is revealed.
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By Kathy Daley

As the library book coverer, June Koester
is the Friday volunteer who takes a sheet
of plastic and, by expert cutting, smooth-
ing and folding, creates protective covers
for books at the Jeffersonville branch.
But June is more than a library crafts-
woman. She paints in oils, sings and en-
joys history to the point that she volun-
teers in that fascinating field as well.

As aworker at the Sullivan County His-
torical Society in Hurlewille, June helps
set up exhibits and cares for the vintage
clothing owned by the museum. A cur-
rent exhibit features a black velvet dress
from the 1860s, worn by a Liberty
woman to the jubilee of Queen Elizabeth
of England. “The dress was donated to us
— it's elegant, breathtaking,” said June.

Some years ago, she volunteered at Fort
Delaware in Narrowsburg, garbed in vin-
tage Colonial wear and speaking to
crowds about the fort, its buildings and
its houses.

June Koester in front of the local his-
tory collection at Jeffersonville library.

Her love of art has taken her to the door-
step of respected artist Tom Pollock of
Youngsville, where June studies oil paint-
ing. She’s also a member of the choir at
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St. George's Catholic Church in Jeffer-
sonville, where she also senves as presi-
dent of the Rosary Society.

Of course, books take center stage in her
life as well. “They reveal so much to me,”
said June. “| read aimost anything and
evenything, but | love books about people
and about the founding of our country.

All' I have to do is open up a book that
has as its first paragraph something like

‘It happened in 1704’ and | can't put it
down. | love reading about George Wash-
ington and Martha, or Abraham Lincoln
and Mary Todd. | once read evenything |
could find on American Indians. If a

book is really good, | wait a few years and
then read it again.” She did that with Mar-
garet Mitchell's beloved Gore With the
Wind, reading it five times.

Still, there’s always time for her four chil-
dren — Jacqueline, Frank, Chris and
Teresa— and for her seven grandchil-
dren. And for the library. Thank you,
June!

Each year at holiday time, Western Sullivan Public Library's branches host a

“Count the M&Ms" contest. The tasty little morsels get packed into bottles and
library patrons try to guess the number of candies behind glass. Winners this o
year were Ingrid Peterec and Catherine Nicholson (N arrowsburg), Jerry K
Yavarkovsky and Valerie Mancuso (Callicoon) and Isabel Rosenbaum and

Diana DiSanto (Jeffersonville)

Patrons also get to share why the library is important to them. Here are a few f&
of the comments:

Callicoon: From Irene, “It's my sole source for reading books, using the inter-

net, even watching a movie at home!” From Joan, “My daughter can learn and (!)
play at the same time.” &
Narrowsburg: From Elizabeth, age 14, “There’s an endless supplyof books

for me to read.” From Abby, age 13, “It gives me a place to go to do work, talk

to friends and | aweays have a good time when I'm h ere.” Frank, age 18, ‘I 3

would otherwise know nothing!”

Jeffersonville:From Josephine, ‘|
enjoy bringing my son on the week-
ends, to spend time together, and |
think the people that work here are
incredibly sweet and helpful.”

What they say
about reading
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