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When the phone rings... 
By Audra Everett 

Have you an overdue book that needs returning? In an effort to “go 
green,” WSPL Library staff will now be calling you with an overdue 
notification when your book or DVD is late, instead of sending a 
notice out in the mail.  

If you prefer to receive notification via e-mail rather than phone, let 
our staff at the circulation desk sign you up for automatic e-mail notifications. By signing up for this ser-
vice, you will  also receive messages when items you have requested arrive at the Library, along with 
the notifications when items are overdue.  You can also sign up for this service by e-mailing us at 
jef@ rcls.org.   

Take It Or 
Read It 

Glenn Smith of Jeffersonville 
enjoys the speedy computer 
access at WSPL. He’s also  
a fan of both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Jacob Rodriquez, age 6, likes 
Cat in the Hat and the Junie  
B. Jones books and Captain 
Underpants. He loves using  
the computers, too. 

The graphic truth about graphic novels 
Teachers are using them. Europe and Japan are crazy about them. Even James Patterson, the mystery/
thriller writer is getting into the act: he’s preparing a five-part graphic novel series based on his Young 
Adult novel Witch &  Wizard.  

Exactly what is a graphic novel? Simply put, graphic novels are narrative works in the form of comics.  
Some are fictional stories, others are non-fictional and still others are thematically linked short stories. 
Graphic novels  might emphasize drama, adventure, character development, politics, romance or com-
edy. 

(Continued on back page) 

Read to 
me, Mom 
Library staff member Jennifer 
Olsen swears her dog Beau 
likes his “mom” to read to 
him. “But it has to be All Crea-
tures Great and Small or some-
thing like that,” says Jennifer. 
“If I start reading to him from 
a book he doesn’t like, such as 
a  mystery, he walks away. I’m 
not kidding.” Here’s a home 
portrait of Beau getting ready 
for a good tale. 

Bridgette Gebrieh prefers to 
select good suspense and 
romance novels from the 
shelves at WSPL’s Calli-
coon branch.  
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B’klyn gal settles into 50 years of country living 

Free! ‘America’s Book Review’ 
 

Available now at our branches are free copies of BookPage; America’s Book 
Review, a 32-page monthly national magazine filled with book reviews and inter-
views with authors.  
 

BookPage is distributed through over 4,000 public libraries and bookstores na-
tionwide. The magazine publishes articles on new books in all categories: fiction, 
non-fiction, children’s and audio. 

By Kathy Daley 

  A little over 50 years ago, Carmela Car-
velli moved from the concrete hubub of 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn to the mountains 
and  peaceful pasturelands of Fremont 
Center.   And she hasn’t looked back. “I 
always loved the country,” she said. 

One thing Williamsburg did inspire, 
though, was an enchantment with books. 
“I would ride home from school on the 
train and stop off at the library before I 
got home,” she said.  

Mel, as she’s nicknamed, and her husband 
Anthony moved to Sullivan County when 
their first child was three months old. 
That was in 1958 and it wasn’t long be-
fore the Carvellis became engaged in life 
here, raising their two daughters — Emilia 

now works for the Sullivan County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office and Melanie is a 
nurse in Rochester — and volunteering 
for the fire department and St. Mary’s 
Church in Obernburg.  

These days, Mel enjoys Jeff Bank-
sponsored bus trips to shows and plays, 
and she indulges in dinner outings with 
friends. She volunteers at WSPL on Tues-
day mornings, pulling from the shelves 
the books and movies requested by pa-
trons from other libraries. Mel is also an 
avid reader: “I love mysteries. If I find an 
author I like, I keep a list of which books 
I’ve read with a little note next to the 
book title, like ‘very good.’” 

That’s how WSPL feels about Mel’s com-
mitment to the library: Very good! 

Graphic Novels 
(continued from page 1) 

Some educators say graphic novels for children help 
build complex reading skills. That’s because each 
part of each frame plays a role in the interpretation 
of the text, thus demanding a kind of sophisticated 
reading. For students who lack the ability to visual-
ize, and therefore may become disinterested in book 
reading, graphic novels may serve as encouragement. 

Our library branches feature both adult graphic nov-
els — such as Persepolis, illustrated at right, and chil-
dren’s, like The Storm in the Barn, a thriller about a boy 
in the dust bowl who confronts a mystical character 
and brings back the rain to his arid town. 

Volunteer Mel Carvelli 

Upcoming Events 
At our branches 
 
 

* Spring Cupcake Decorating 
For Adults and Children accompanied by 
an adult. Please register at the branch of 
your choice:  
  Saturday, March 13, 1 p.m., Jeffersonville 
  Tuesday, March 16, 5:30 p.m., Callicoon 
  Wednesday, March 17, 5:30 p.m., Nar-
rowsburg 
 
 

* Backyard Maple Sugaring Presenta-
tion by Catskill Forestry Association. Satur-
day, March 27, 11 a.m., Jeffersonville. 
 
* Act Underground: Teen Acting 
Classes by Penelope Morgan Lohr. Eight 
week session in Narrowsburg starts on 
Thursday, April 8. 6 to 8 p.m. Performance 
on May 28, 7:30 p.m. 


