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David Petraeus, and other 
American and NATO com-
manders in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan are suggesting 
that their officers and soldiers 
read the book to better under-
stand the region. 

In September, WSPL's 
branches will hold reading dis-
cussion groups for both chil-
dren and adults. Several 
churches are planning the 
same, as are parent-teacher 
groups in the Sullivan West 
School District. 

Mortenson’s works, which also 
includes a Young Adult book 
and a children's book based 
upon his experiences, are avail-
able for loan through each of 
our branches. Some churches 
have copies to lend as well, and 
the books also may be pur-
chased at Hamish & Henry 
Booksellers in Livingston 
Manor. 

 

It's very likely that the best-
selling book, Three Cups of Tea, 
will serve as the best-read 
piece of literature this summer 
in Callicoon, Jeffersonville 
and Narrowsburg. That's due 
to the community-wide "read" 
organized around the Greg 
Mortenson book by Sullivan 
West School District, Western 
Sullivan Public Library, and 
the area's houses of worship 
and community groups.  

Mortenson's Three Cups is the 
story of his adventurous and 
often harrowing encounter 
with an impoverished Paki-
stani village in the Karakoram 
Himalayas. The book de-
scribes the author’s decade-
long odyssey to build schools 
in the Islamic region that gave 
birth to the Taliban. "By pro-
viding the children of these 
isolated rural villages with 
schools, books and other edu-
cational supplies,” explains 
Sullivan West Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Kenneth Hil-
ton, “Mortenson and his 
supporters hope to build 
understanding of America 
and its people within a region 
of the world that too often 
spawns hatred and violence 
toward our country and our 
culture. Three Cups of Tea is an 
inspiring story of courage 
and kindness." General 
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 , featuring Book 
Sale at WSPL Callicoon 
branch on Lower Main 
Street, Saturday, July 31 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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0��,��'�  with Na-
tional Park Service: 
WSPL Narrowsburg 
branch, Mondays, July 
20, 27, 1 p.m;  Callicoon 
branch, Fridays, July 17, 
24, 31, 1 p.m. FREE. 
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for Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, August 12, 13, 
14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.. 
Thousands of paper-
backs, hardcovers. 
Prices: .50 - 1.50 on 
Thursday; .25 - .50 on 
Friday, Saturday bag 
day. Jeffersonville fire-
house, Main Street. 
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You won’t find them at the New York 
Public Library, but here in the beautiful 
Catskill foothills, our library branches 
offer access to sought-after fishing rods 
and tackle boxes… for free. 

Sponsors of the Lend-a-Rod program 
are Tom’s Bait and Tackle shop, Upper 
Delaware Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 
Kiwanis Club of Callicoon, and Sports-
men’s Den. 

The fishing equipment is available to 
all children, ages 8 to 14, who are 
members of our library. They may 
check out fishing poles and tackle 
boxes just as they do books.  

Coupons for free bait are included in 
the package.  

Call your local branch to check avail-
ability. 
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WSPL Narrowsburg’s First Fridays Contemporary Writers S eries will host local 
poet and writer Mary Olmsted Greene reading from her new bo ok,  Women Outside: 
Conversations about Nature, Art &  Spirit on Friday, Aug. 6 at 7:30 p.m. Joining her will 
be Lori Moseman Anderson, Karen MacIntyre, Sandy Long, Dorothy Hatrz, and 
Kristin Barron . 
 

The women interviewed by Greene for her book invite reader s to reconnect with 
wilderness and wildness. Readers meet a nine-year-old walking a stream bed and an 
80-year-old living alone in the woods. Other interviewees i nclude a wildlife rehabili-
tator, shepherd, Sufi master, dancer,  gardener, naturalist and mountaineer. 
 

Greene, a resident of Narrowsburg, received her Masters of Fine Arts in Poetry 
from Brooklyn College. She is associate editor of The River Reporter, and founder 
and director of the Upper Delaware Writers Collective . She has published two 
books of poetry, and her work has appeared in national and local journals.           
and A Painting With You Running Through It. She has donated copies of her book to 
each of our library branches. 

 


